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I bring you greetings from the members of the National Administration, National Leadership Council and National Board of Directors of the Union of Liberian Associations in the Americas (ULAA). 

First, let me express my appreciation for your kind invitation to be among you’re here today.  It is purely in support of our guiding motto, “LEADERSHIP IS PARTNERSHIP” that we decided to honor your request.  

Also drawing us to this historic gathering today, is the well placed theme of your conference, “UNITY FOSTERS DEVELOPMENT AND RECONCILIATION.”   This theme is deeply rooted in our doctrine for a better Liberia. We were therefore naturally led to gravitate towards the coast to this conference. Again we are glad to be here and we pledge you our support. 

 
Let us established here that our parents had disagreement with other parents, our towns had disagreement with other towns, and our villages had disagreement with other villages,  The end result of all these disagreements have impacted the overall development of  the District called Tarjuowon in Sinoe  county. 

It is equally important to note that every disagreement or conflict bear within it potential to extract some strengths, despite the fact that conflicts general are view the generate negatives. Those strengths and weaknesses, if analyzed and reviewed in good faith, can result into development and reconciliation. The crucial questions here however are:  “Who has the ability to analyze those strengths and weaknesses.”  “What criteria are we going to use to analyze those strengths and weaknesses?”  “What tools will we employ analyze those strengths and weaknesses?”

  For our generation and time this we hold the belief that this Organization, Tarjuowon United Development Association (TUDA), does possess the ability, the criteria, and tools to create development opportunities and improve the standard of living of the people of Tarjuowon. 

The negative impacts of current and past conflicts of the District can only be perpetuated if you the members and officers of TUDA fail to create employment opportunities for the people. The creation of TUDA is an evidence of dramatic transformation among our people of Tarjuowon.  We see today that the people of Tarjuowon have risen to every new challenge. TUDA carries in it the potential to make the social fabric and pillars stronger, make families healthier and safer, and bear forth prosperity for the people of Tarjuowon.

Unity, indisputably, is the parent for development and reconciliation.  Therefore, as agents of change, members in Tarjuowon must first be united. A united TUDA can foster development and reconciliation in Tarjuowon district.  A united and forward looking TUDA can provide the blueprint for unity in Tarjuowon District. 

Development and reconciliation in a given geographical location is only possible if the current generation (our generation) vows never to repeat the mistakes our parents. If our parents were in conflicts and we allow ourselves to descend into conflict, development and reconciliation will be extremely remote. Therefore it is upon us to not only talk about united but to act it, live it, and believe in it.

Achieving unity is not by an event.  It is a task, noble as it is, that requires serious thought and unwavering courage.  But together we can do it, no matter how daunting it may be.   We can reconcile and develop. We must be willing to return home to provide services to our people on a short and long term basic. Those of us that are doctors, teachers, business executives, or possess resources must take our vacation time and return home to provide services to our people. 

Let us not wait for government, because government will be late in the process of improving the standard of living our people. Our people have invested into us; therefore we are under obligation to keep our people in every calculation we make. If we decide to return home and provide volunteer services, government can then have the urge to follow.  In this way we can turn our focus on the advancement of the District.  Out of this kind of engagement we can strive to conflicts in our Tarjuowon as thing of the past.  

By each of our respective districts rising to challenge the task of development, naturally development will spread in the great county of Sinoe County.  In the same way it will follow that peace in the districts will translate into an umbrella of peace in Sinoe County.   

I will conclude as I began with the emphasis that Unity fosters Development and Reconciliation. Development and Reconciliation can improve our people’s standard of living. 

Let us therefore be united to make a difference. 

As the current National President of the Union of Liberian Associations in the Americas (ULAA), let me leave you with a major appeal.  No doubt, all of you members here assemble belong to various Liberian communities.  I urge you to be active members in your respective community Associations.  Let us always remember that, while it is very helpful for us to mobilize and serve our local associations, we also have a greater responsibility to make our contribution to our larger organizations.  By strengthening of our various community organizations—which are member organizations of ULAA—we will be directly empowering our single most potent and largest umbrella organization in the Diaspora, ULAA.  And in so doing, believe you me, you will be serving our national cause. 
 I hope you will take that challenge.  

May God bless TUDA, 
May God bless Sinoe County, 
May God bless Liberia
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Emmanuel S. Wettee

NATIONAL PRESIDENT

"Leadership is Partnership"     ~ ULAA Prexy Wettee
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